Two fetal antigens (FA-1 and FA-2) and endometrial proteins (PP12 and PP14) isolated from amniotic fluid: localisation in the fetus and adult female genital tract.
Monospecific antisera against two fetal antigens (FA-1 and FA-2), alphafetoprotein (AFP) and two endometrial proteins (PP12 and PP14) were used to examine the distribution of these proteins and antigens in human trophoblast and gestational endometrium in first and third trimesters of pregnancy, normal human ovary and fetal tissues by indirect immunoperoxidase histochemical localisation techniques. Fetal liver stained exclusively for FA-1 and AFP which was used as a reference protein. Staining for FA-2 was seen in fetal connective tissue, in particular the basement membrane. FA-1 and FA-2 did not stain positively in decidua, trophoblast or ovarian tissue. Gestational endometrium stained positively for PP14 exclusively in the glandular epithelium, whilst staining for PP12 was seen only in the stromal cells. Trophoblast, both early and late, and ovarian tissue did not stain positively for any of the four substances tested.